
Discus fish (Symphysodon) 

Discus fish, scientifically known as Symphysodon, are a genus of cichlids native to the Amazon River basin in South 
America. They are highly prized in the aquarium trade for their vibrant colors, unique shape, and social behavior. Here’s 
a detailed description: 

 Physical Characteristics: 

1. *Shape*: Discus fish have a laterally compressed, disc-shaped body, which gives them their name. 

2. *Size*: They can grow up to 8-10 inches (20-25 cm) in diameter when fully mature. 

3. *Coloration*: They exhibit a wide range of colors and patterns, including shades of blue, green, red, brown, and 
yellow. Wild types often have vertical stripes, while captive-bred varieties may have more intricate patterns. 

4. *Fins*: They have long dorsal and anal fins that complement their round shape. 

 Behavior: 

1. *Social Nature*: Discus fish are social and prefer to live in groups. They are generally peaceful but can be territorial 
during breeding. 

2. *Intelligence*: They are known for their intelligence and can recognize their owners. 

3. *Sensitivity*: Discus are sensitive to water conditions and stress, requiring stable environments. 

 Habitat: 

1. *Natural Habitat*: They inhabit slow-moving, warm, and acidic waters in the Amazon River basin, often among 
submerged tree roots and vegetation. 

2. *Aquarium Requirements*: They need large tanks (at least 50 gallons for a small group), warm water (82-88°F or 28-
31°C), and soft, slightly acidic water (pH 6.0-7.0). Regular water changes are essential. 

 Diet: 

1. *Omnivorous*: In the wild, they feed on small invertebrates, algae, and detritus. 

2. *Captive Diet*: In aquariums, they thrive on high-protein foods like bloodworms, brine shrimp, and specialized discus 
pellets. A varied diet is crucial for their health and coloration. 

Challenges: 

1. *Care Level*: They are considered intermediate to advanced-level aquarium fish due to their sensitivity to water 
quality and diet. 

2. *Disease Susceptibility*: They are prone to stress-related diseases like ich and bacterial infections if conditions are not 
optimal. 

Discus fish are a stunning and rewarding species for experienced aquarists who can meet their specific care 
requirements. 


